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ROBERT S. BREWER, JR. 

United States Attorney 
BRUCE C. SMITH 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
California State Bar No. 078225 
Federal Office Building 
880 Front Street, Room 6293 
San Diego, California 92101-8893 
Telephone: (619) 546-8266 
E-mail: bruce.smith@usdoi.gov 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 
United States of America 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 


Case No. '19CV1915 MMAMSB 


COMPLAINT FOR 
FORFEITURE 


$42,120.00 IN U.S. CURRENCY, 

Defendant. 


By way of complaint against the defendant $42,120.00 IN U.S. CURRENCY 
(“$42,120 in currency”), plaintiff UNITED STATES OF AMERICA alleges: 

1. This Court has jurisdiction over this action by virtue of the provisions of 
Title 28, United States Code, Section 1355(a) and Title 21, United States Code, 
Section 881(a)(6), because the defendant $42,120 in currency constitutes money furnished 
or intended to be furnished in exchange for a controlled substance, or proceeds traceable 
to an exchange for controlled substances in violation of Chapter 13 of Title 21, 
United States Code. 

2. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, 
Section 1395 because the defendant $42,120 in currency was found in this district. 

3. On March 19, 2019, in the Southern District of California, at the San Diego 
International Airport (“SDIA”), members of the San Diego Integrated Narcotics Task Force 
(“NTF”) Commercial Interdiction Unit were on duty, seeking to intercept and seize 
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controlled substances and proceeds from the sales of controlled substances passing though 
the airport. 

A. The Task Force officers (“TFO”) were trained and experienced, and 
knew that persons engaged in the commercial interstate distribution of controlled 
substances frequently used SDIA and the aircraft that arrived and departed there to 
distribute controlled substances throughout the United States. 

B. The Task Force officers were trained and experienced, and knew that 
persons engaged in the commercial interstate distribution of controlled substances 
frequently used SDIA, and the aircraft that arrived and departed there, to transport drug 
sales proceeds and funds to be used to purchase drugs in and out of San Diego. Those 
proceeds and funds were usually in the form of United States currency. 

C. The Task Force officers were trained and experienced, and knew that 
persons engaged in the commercial interstate distribution of controlled substances 
frequently used couriers to transport controlled substances, drug sales proceeds, and funds 
to be used to purchase drugs in and out of San Diego. SDIA and the aircraft that arrived 
and departed there are relied upon as a means of sending and receiving such couriers. 

4. On or about March 19,2019, NTF Task Force officers and Drug Enforcement 
Administration (“DEA”) agents assigned to SDIA learned DARRIN FRIPP (“FRIPP”) was 
traveling from Greensboro, North Carolina to SDIA aboard Delta Airlines Flight 1264. 

A. FRIPP was traveling on a one-way ticket, purchased on 
March 17, 2019, just two (2) days prior to departure. 

B. FRIPP, a resident of San Diego, in the Southern District of California, 
did not purchase a round trip ticket for his travel to Greensboro, North Carolina and back 
to San Diego. 

C. FRIPP was traveling with two (2) pieces of checked luggage. 

D. The TFOs and DEA agents had specialized training and were 
experienced in investigating illegal drug and drug currency couriers. They knew the 

// 
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purchase of a cross-country, one-way airline flight ticket a day or two before departure is 
unusual, and can be indicative the traveler is an illegal drug or drug currency courier. 

E. The TFOs and DEA agents knew the general traveling public purchases 
round trip airline tickets weeks or even months in advance of the scheduled departure date. 
Advance purchase of round trip airline tickets results in lower fares for the traveler. 
Purchasing a one-way airline ticket even a week in advance of departure all but guarantees 
one will pay the highest fare. 

F. The TFOs and DEA agents had specialized training and were 
experienced in investigating illegal drug and drug currency couriers. They knew illegal 
drug and drug currency couriers often times do not know when drugs or currency will be 
available for transport until the last minute. The nature of illegal drug trafficking, and its 
uncertainties, often compel couriers and their employers to purchase airline tickets close to 
the departure date. 

G. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and experienced, and knew 
that San Diego is a primary source region for controlled substances cultivated and 
manufactured on the west coast of the United States (“west coast”), Eatin America, 
and elsewhere. 

H. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and experienced, and knew 
that controlled substances cultivated and manufactured on the west coast, in Latin America, 
and elsewhere were sent and distributed for resale from source regions such as San Diego 
to all points north and east within the United States. In their experience, the 
Greensboro, North Carolina region was a known destination market for 
controlled substances. 

5. On March 19, 2019, just before 1:00 p.m. in SDIA Terminal Two, the TFOs 
and DEA agents prepared for the arrival of Delta Airlines Flight 1264 and 
passenger FRIPP. 

// 

// 
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A. At approximately 1:00 p.m., shortly after Delta Airlines Flight 1264 
arrived, the TFOs and DEA agents, armed with a physical description and a photo of 
FRIPP, identified him as he exited the jet way at Gate 51. 

B. FRIPP emerged from the aircraft carrying a small backpack. 

6. TFO Santana and TFO Billberry, both dressed in plain clothes, followed 
FRIPP as he walked toward the luggage carousel area. 

A. TFO Santana and TFO Billberry watched FRIPP retrieve two (2) large 
pieces of luggage from a carousel. 

7. Moments after FRIPP harvested his two (2) large pieces of luggage from the 
carousel, TFO Billberry approached FRIPP, identified himself as a law enforcement 
officer, and showed FRIPP his law enforcement credentials. 

A. TFO Billberry assured FRIPP he was not in trouble, and asked if the 
officers could speak with him about his travels. 

B. FRIPP was cooperative and stopped to speak with TFO Billberry. 

C. TFO Billberry explained to FRIPP, among other things, the SDIA NTF 
interdiction team just wanted to be sure FRIPP was not traveling with contraband such as 
illegal drugs, weapons, or large amounts of currency. 

D. FRIPP told TFO Billberry FRIPP just flew in from North Carolina, 
where he spent the last four (4) days visiting his children. 

E. FRIPP looked down towards his two (2) large pieces of luggage, told 
TFO Billberry he was carrying some money, but added it was not a large sum. 

F. FRIPP estimated he had $8,000.00 in one of his pieces of luggage. 

G. FRIPP did not seem sure or confident about the dollar amount of 
currency he was transporting. 

H. The TFOs and agents were trained and experienced, and knew paid 
drug currency couriers, acting on behalf of those who traffic in controlled substances, 
frequently did not know the exact dollar amount of the currency they were transporting. 

// 
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8. FRIPP accepted TFO Billberry’s invitation to continue their conversation 
away from the crowds of SDIA passengers, in the privacy of the nearby SDIA Terminal 
Two NTF office. 

A. FRIPP walked with TFO Billberry to the SDIA NTF office. 

9. Upon arriving at the SDIA NTF office, TFO Bilberry asked FRIPP if he would 
remove the cash he was carrying from inside his luggage. 

A. FRIPP opened one (1) of his two (2) large pieces of luggage slightly, 
and removed a sealed brown paper envelope, approximately 8 inches by 10 inches in size. 

B. FRIPP handed the sealed brown paper envelope and its contents to 
TFO Billberry. 

C. TFO Billberry, in turn, presented the sealed brown paper envelope and 
its contents to “Voodoo”, a law enforcement controlled substance detection dog. 

D. TFO Billberry, noted Voodoo alerted to the sealed brown paper 
envelope and its contents, indicating to TFO Billberry the dog detected the odor or aroma 
of one or more controlled substances. 

E. After learning Voodoo alerted to the sealed brown paper envelope, 
FRIPP granted TFO Billberry permission to open it and examine its contents. 

10. Acting on consent granted him by FRIPP, TFO Billberry opened the brown 
paper envelope. 

A. Upon opening the brown paper envelope, TFO Billberry discovered a 
large amount of U.S. currency. 

11. TFO Billberry asked FRIPP if FRIPP would consent to a search of all the 
pieces of luggage he was transporting. 

A. FRIPP expressed his consent for the TFOs and agents to search 

his luggage. 

B. The first piece of luggage to be examined was the one which contained 
the sealed brown paper envelope. 

it 


5 





1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


Case 3:19-cv-01915-MMA-MSB Document 1 Filed 10/02/19 PagelD.6 Page 6 of 9 


C. A second sealed brown paper envelope, identical in appearance to the 
first one, was discovered inside. 

D. The second brown paper envelope was wrapped inside articles 

of clothing. 

E. Inside the second brown paper envelope was a magazine with a large 
amount of U.S. currency taped to many of the magazine pages. 

F. The second piece of luggage was examined, and held two (2) more 
identical brown paper envelopes. 

G. Those brown paper envelopes also held magazines with large amounts 
of U.S. currency taped to many pages of the magazines. 

12. TFO Billberry asked FRIPP how much currency he was transporting. 

A. FRIPP told TFO Billberry $12,000.00 belonged to FRIPP, and the 
remainder belonged to someone FRIPP referred to as “my boy Anton.” 

B. FRIPP declined to identify “Anton” or give any contact information 

for him. 

C. FRIPP estimated he was carrying a total of approximately $30,000.00. 

D. The TFOs and agents were trained and experienced, and knew paid 
drug currency couriers, acting on behalf of those who traffic in controlled substances, 
frequently did not know the exact dollar amount of the currency they were transporting. 

13. TFO Billberry noted FRIPP was traveling with a cellular telephone. 

A. TFO Billberry asked FRIPP for permission to examine the contents of 
FRIPP’S cellular telephone. 

B. FRIPP granted consent to TFO Billberry to examine the contents of 
FRIPP’S cellular telephone. 

C. While TFO Billberry asked FRIPP for permission to examine FRIPP’S 
cellular telephone, TFO Billberry and NTF Group Supervisor Williams noted FRIPP 
busied himself deleting text messages on the phone. 

// 
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D. FRIPP told TFO Billberry he was traveling with a second cellular 
telephone, and granted TFO Billberry permission to examine the contents of the 
second phone. 

E. FRIPP handed the two (2) cellular telephones to TFO Billberry who, in 
turn, handed the phones to DEA Special Agent Beauchamp. 

14. On one (1) of the two (2) cellular telephones, DEA Special Agent Beauchamp 
discovered a photo of a large brick of marijuana, a Schedule I Controlled Substance. 

A. Among FRIPP’S phone contacts, Agent Beauchamp located 
information regarding a marijuana dispensary referred to as “CBD.” 

15. The TFOs and agents examined the contents of FRIPP’S two (2) large pieces 
of luggage. 

A. The TFOs and agents noted the bags held only a few articles of clothing, 
a bed pillow, but were otherwise virtually empty. 

B. TFO Billberry knew checking two (2) large pieces of luggage required 
FRIPP to pay a premium to the airline. 

16. The currency discovered in the two (2) large pieces of luggage was combined, 
counted, and determined to have a dollar value of $42,120.00. 

A. The $42,120.00 discovered in the two (2) large pieces of luggage is the 
defendant $42,120 in currency. 

17. The TFOs and DEA agents gathered, examined, and counted the defendant 
$42,120 in currency found concealed inside the two (2) large pieces of luggage. 

A. The defendant $42,120 in currency was made up of approximately 
1,929 bills in a variety of denominations. 

B. The great majority of the bills, to wit, 1,768, were of the $20.00 
denomination. 

18. The TFOs and DEA agents had specialized training and were experienced in 
investigating illegal drug traffickers and drug currency couriers. They knew illegal street 
drug sales were virtually always conducted as an exchange of drugs for currency. 


7 





1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


Case 3:19-cv-01915-MMA-MSB Document 1 Filed 10/02/19 PagelD.8 Page 8 of 9 

A. The most common denomination used in illegal street drug transactions 
was the $20.00 bill. 

B. Approximately 91% of the defendant $42,120 in currency was made up 
of $20.00 bills. 

19. The defendant $42,120 in currency was seized for forfeiture by the DEA as 
currency constituting proceeds of the purchase(s) of controlled substances, and money 
possessed with the intent to be furnished in exchange for controlled substances. 

20. TFO Billberry examined FRIPP’S national criminal history record. 

A. On or about December 10,2009, in Dekalb County, Georgia, before the 
Dekalb County Superior Court, FRIPP was convicted of purchase / possession of a 
controlled substance, a felony. 

21. The defendant $42,120 in currency constitutes money furnished or intended 
to be furnished in exchange for a controlled substance, in violation of Chapter 13, Title 21, 
United States Code. 

22. Alternatively, the defendant $42,120 in currency constitutes proceeds of, or 
proceeds traceable to, an exchange for a controlled substance, in violation of Chapter 13, 
Title 21, United States Code. 

23. Alternatively, the defendant $42,120 in currency was used or intended to be 
used to facilitate an exchange for a controlled substance, in violation of Chapter 13, 
Title 21, United States Code. 

24. As a result of the foregoing, the defendant $42,120 in currency is liable to 
condemnation and to forfeiture to the United States for its use in accordance with Title 21, 
United States Code, §881(a)(6). 

25. The defendant $42,120 in currency is presently deposited within the 
jurisdiction of this Court. 

// 

// 

// 
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WHEREFORE, the United States prays that due process issue to enforce the 
forfeiture of the defendant $42,120 in currency, and that due notice be given to all 
interested parties to appear and show cause why said forfeiture should not be declared. 
DATED: October 2, 2019 

ROBERT S. BREWER, JR. 

United States Attorney 

s/ Bruce C. Smith 

BRUCE C. SMITH 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Daniel Billberry, state and declare as follows: 

1. I am a Task Force Officer, assigned to a San Diego Integrated Narcotics Task 
Force, Team 8, and am one of the task force officers assigned to this investigation. 

2. I have read the foregoing Complaint For Forfeiture and know its contents. 

3. The facts set forth in the Complaint For Forfeiture are based upon my own 
knowledge or were facts furnished to me by other United States federal, state, or local law 
enforcement personnel, civilian witnesses, or other official Government sources. 

Based on this information, I believe the allegations in the Complaint For Forfeiture 
to be true. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct, to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 


Executed on October ^^^2019. 



NTF TEAM 8 
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